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(57) ABSTRACT

An image processing apparatus and method are disclosed.
The apparatus may include: a wavelet transform device for
performing wavelet transform on an input image to decom-
pose the input image into a plurality of levels of different
scales, each level including a low frequency component and a
plurality ot high frequency components; a compensation tem-
plate generating device for generating a compensation tem-
plate for each level according to the plurality of high fre-
quency components in the level, the compensation template
reflecting combination feature of the plurality of high fre-
quency components; a de-noising device for de-noising the
low frequency component of each level and performing edge
compensation on the low frequency component with the com-
pensation template to acquire a compensated low frequency
component; and a wavelet inverse transform device for per-
forming inverse wavelet transform with the compensated low
frequency component and the high frequency components of
each level to acquire a de-noised image.

16 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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IMAGE PROCESSING APPARATUS AND
METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from  Chinese Patent Application No.
201110281113 .X, filed on Sep. 16, 2011, the entire contents
of which are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

The present disclosure relates to the field of image process-
ing, and in particular to an image processing apparatus and
method for de-noising an input image by using wavelet trans-
form.

BACKGROUND

Image de-noising is an important branch in the field of
image processing. As an effective de-noising algorithm, the
application of wavelet transform to image de-noising
becomes popular.

In a known wavelet de-noising method, an input image is
firstly decomposed into a plurality of levels by using wavelet
transform, and then the wavelet coefficients of at least two of
the levels are modified by scaling the wavelet coefficients
using different scale-dependent parameters for each of the
levels, thereby improving the de-noising effect. Related ref-
erences include U.S. Patent Application U.S. 2006/0210186
Al.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other objects, features and advantages
of the present disclosure will be better understood with ref-
erence to the following description taken in conjunction with
accompanying drawings in which components are merely
illustrative of the principle of the present disclosure, and
identical or like technical features or components are repre-
sented with identical or like reference signs.

FIG. 1 is a flow chart illustrating an image processing
method according to an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating a specific embodiment of
the compensation template generation method used in the
embodiment of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a specific embodiment of
edge compensation that is performed on the de-noised low
frequency component of each level with a compensation tem-
plate;

FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating an image processing
method according to another embodiment of the present dis-
closure;

FIG. 5 is block diagram illustrating the structure of an
image processing apparatus according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 is block diagram illustrating the structure of a de-
noising device according to a specific embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating the generation of
a compensation template with high frequency components
according to a specific embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 8 is an exemplary block diagram illustrating the struc-
ture of a computer capable of realizing the embodiments/
examples of the present disclosure.
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2
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An image processing apparatus and method for de-noising
an input image by using wavelet transform are provided in
some embodiments of the present disclosure.

A simplified summary of the present disclosure is given
below to provide a basic understanding of the present disclo-
sure. The summary is not intended to identify the key or
critical parts of the present disclosure or limit the scope of the
present disclosure, but merely to present some concepts in a
simplified form as a prelude to the more detailed description
that is discussed later.

In accordance with an aspect of the present disclosure,
there is provided an image processing apparatus which may
include: a wavelet transform device for performing wavelet
transform on an input image to decompose the input image
into a plurality of levels of different scales, each level includ-
ing a low frequency component and a plurality of high fre-
quency components; a compensation template generating
device for generating a compensation template for each level
according to the plurality of high frequency components in
the level obtained from the wavelet transform, the compen-
sation template reflecting the combination feature of the plu-
rality ofhigh frequency components of the level; a de-noising
device for de-noising the low frequency component of each
level and performing edge compensation on the low fre-
quency component of the level with the compensation tem-
plate of the level to acquire a compensated low frequency
component; and a wavelet inverse transform device for per-
forming inverse wavelet transform with the compensated low
frequency component and the high frequency components of
each level to acquire a de-noised image.

In accordance with an aspect of the present disclosure,
there is provided an image processing method which may
include: performing wavelet transform on an input image to
decompose the input image into a plurality of levels of dif-
ferent scales, each level including a low frequency compo-
nent and a plurality of high frequency components; generat-
ing a compensation template for each level according to the
plurality of high frequency components in the level obtained
from the wavelet transform, the compensation template
reflecting the combination feature of the plurality of high
frequency components of the level; de-noising the low fre-
quency component in each level and performing edge com-
pensation on the de-noised low frequency component of the
level with the compensation template of the level; and per-
forming inverse wavelet transform with the compensated low
frequency component and the high frequency components of
each level to acquire a de-noised image.

Moreover, a computer program for realizing the above
method is also provided in an embodiment of the present
disclosure.

Additionally, in an embodiment of the present disclosure,
there is further provided a computer program product in the
form of a medium at least readable to a computer, on which
computer program codes for realizing the image processing
method are recorded.

Embodiments of the present disclosure are described
below with reference to the accompanying drawings. In the
present disclosure, the elements and features described in an
accompanying drawing or embodiment may be combined
with those described in one or more other accompanying
drawings or embodiments. It should be noted that for the sake
of'clarity, the components and processing that are unrelated to
the present disclosure and well known to those of ordinary
skill in the art are not described herein.
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An image processing apparatus and method for de-noising
an input image through the wavelet transform are provided in
some embodiments of the present disclosure.

It should be appreciated that the apparatus and method
provided in the embodiments of the present disclosure can be
applied to de-noise images of various types, for example,
medical images or the like. A medical image may refer to an
image formed by the data of an examinee obtained by a
medical imaging device, which includes, but not limited to:
an X-ray imaging diagnostic device, an ultrasonic diagnostic
imaging device, a computed tomography (CT) device, a mag-
netic resonance imaging (MRI) diagnostic device and a
positron emission tomography (PET) device or the like. Spe-
cifically, the input image processed by the apparatus and
method provided in embodiments of the present disclosure
may be a medical image acquired by scanning a part of a
human body with a medical diagnostic device, for example, a
cerebral artery image acquired by performing a CT scanon a
patient or other types of medical images.

Additionally, the apparatus and method provided in
embodiments of the present disclosure can be used to process
a n-dimensional image, wherein n=1, 2, 3, .. . , N (Nz=1).

FIG. 1 is a flow chart illustrating an image processing
method according to an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.

When using a wavelet de-noising algorithm to de-noise an
image, some useful information in the image may be
smoothed, which may result in a blurring of the image. In this
embodiment, firstly an input image is decomposed into a
plurality of levels of different scales through a wavelet trans-
form, wherein each level includes a low frequency compo-
nent and a plurality of high frequency components, and then
a compensation template reflecting the combination charac-
teristic of the plurality of high frequency components is gen-
erated with the high frequency components, and an edge
compensation is performed on the de-noised low frequency
component using the compensation template, thereby pro-
tecting the edge of the image from being blurred during the
de-noising process.

As shown in FIG. 1, the image processing method may
include steps 102, 104, 106, 108, 110 and 112.

In step 102, an input image is subjected to wavelet trans-
form so that the input image is decomposed into a plurality of
levels of different scales. In this embodiment, it is assumed
that the input image is decomposed, through the wavelet
transform, into m+1 levels, that is, levels 0, 1, ..., m (m=1).
As shown in FIG. 1, the following processing is started with
the level of the highest scale (e.g. the mth level).

Optionally, the number of levels, i.e. m+1, can be set to be
any appropriate value, such as 2, 3, 4 or the like (that is, m can
be set to be 1, 2, 3 or the like). However, it should be appre-
ciated that the number of levels is not limited to the specific
values mentioned above and can be determined for the wave-
let decomposition as needed. In addition, any appropriate
algorithm, such as orthogonal wavelet transform algorithm or
biorthogonal wavelet transform algorithm or the like, can be
used to in the wavelet transform. The present disclosure is not
limited to any specific wavelet transform algorithm.

Then, in step 104, a compensation template is generated for
each level according to the plurality of high frequency com-
ponents in the level obtained from the wavelet transform. The
generated compensation template reflects the edge informa-
tion of the input image reserved in the level. Some informa-
tion such as edge and/or texture is reserved in the high fre-
quency components in all directions of a level of a high scale
after the wavelet transform is performed, thus a compensation
template can be formed by combining the plurality of high
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4

frequency components of each level so that the generated
compensation template can reflect the combination charac-
teristics of the high frequency components of the level and
thereby reflect the edge information of the input image
reserved in the high frequency components in all directions of
the level.

For instance, providing the input image is a two-dimen-
sional image, after the wavelet transform is performed, each
level includes four frequency components (that is, 4 sub-
volumes) LI, HL,, LH and HH, wherein LL is of low fre-
quency inboth directions X andY and is so referred to as alow
frequency component; each of HL., LH and HH is of high
frequency in at least one of directions X and Y. For instance,
HL is of high frequency in direction X but low frequency in
direction Y, LH is of low frequency in direction X but high
frequency in directionY, and HH is of high frequency in both
directions X andY. Therefore, HL., LH and HH are three high
frequency components in different directions. For another
instance, providing the input image is a three-dimensional
image, after the wavelet transform is performed, each level
includes eight frequency components LL.L, LHL, LHH, LLH,
HLL, HHL, HLH and HHH, wherein LLL is of low frequency
in all directions X, Y and Z and is so referred to as a low
frequency component; each of LHL, LHH, LLLH, HL.L, HHL,
HLH and HHH is of high frequency in at least one of direc-
tions X, Y and Z. For example, LHL is of low frequency in
directions X and Z but high frequency in direction Y, and the
rest may be deduced by analogy. Therefore, LHL,, LHH,
LLH, HLL, HHL, HLH and HHH are seven high frequency
components in different directions. FIG. 7 shows an example
of'a three-dimensional input image. In the example shown in
FIG. 7, each level obtained from wavelet transform includes
seven high frequency components LLH, LHL, LHH, HLL,
HHL, HLLH and HHH, which can be combined to generate a
compensation template for the level, by using the embodi-
ment or example of a compensation template generation
method described below with reference to FIG. 2.

Then, the low frequency component of each level is de-
noised in step 106 using any appropriate method, such as
Gauss filtering, isotropic diffusion filtering or anisotropic
diffusion filtering, or the like. The present disclosure is not
limited to any specific de-noising method.

It should be noted that step 106 and step 104 may be
exchanged in execution order, for example, the low frequency
component may be de-noised (step 106) before the compen-
sation template is generated (step 104).

In step 108, edge compensation is performed on the de-
noised low frequency component of each level using the
compensation template of the level.

As mentioned above, the compensation template generated
in the above step can reflect the edge information of the input
image reserved in the level, and therefore, the edge informa-
tion removed from the low frequency component can be
compensated by using the edge information in the compen-
sation template so as to compensate the edge of the de-noised
low frequency component. As a specific embodiment, the low
frequency component of each level can be compensated by
using the method described below with reference to FIG. 3.

In step 110, an inverse wavelet transform is performed with
the compensated low frequency component and the high fre-
quency components of each level. It should be appreciated
that the inverse wavelet transform can be performed by using
any appropriate algorithm, the description of which is omitted
herein.

Then in step 112, a determination is made on whether the
processing has proceeded to the level of the smallest scale
(the Oth level), that is, whether or not m is equal to 0, if so, the
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processing is ended to output the de-noised image, otherwise,
the processing returns to step 104 to repeat the aforemen-
tioned processing on the (m-1)th level.

In the embodiment above, since edge compensation is per-
formed on the de-noised image by using the compensation
template reflecting the combination characteristics of the
high frequency components of each level, the blurring caused
in the image by the de-noising processing may be avoided.

In addition, since the de-noising process generally causes
blurring of the image, the conventional wavelet de-noising
method typically uses a compromise algorithm so that the
edges in the image are not severely blurred when filtering out
the noises. In the embodiment of the present disclosure, due to
the use of the edge compensation mentioned above, any
appropriate de-noising algorithm can be used in the de-nois-
ing step so as to filter as much noise as possible without
worrying about the blurring pf the edges in the image. The
method provided in the present disclosure can remove a large
amount of noise while protecting the edge of the image from
being blurred.

Some specific embodiments and/or examples of the com-
pensation template generation method are described below
with reference to FIG. 2.

As shown in FIG. 2, the high frequency components of
each level may be added (step 204-1) and the sum may be
used as the compensation template of the level. For instance,
the absolute values of the wavelet coefficients in each high
frequency component may be summated without considering
the direction information of the high frequency component.
As a specific example, the compensation template can be
calculated for each level according to the following formula:

N (69)
Veadded = Z Vi
=)

wherein V, represents a high frequency component (or the
absolute value thereof) of a scale level (1=i=N), N represents
the number of the high frequency components in the level,
V 402 Yepresents the sum of high frequency components of
the level, and may be used as the compensation template of
the level. The compensation template generated by this
method may reflect the high-frequency information (edge
information) reserved in each direction of the level of this
scale. In addition, this simple compensation template genera-
tion method can improve the efficiency of image de-noising.

As other examples, the plurality of high frequency compo-
nents in a level can be combined by using other appropriate
methods as long as the generated compensation template can
reflect the combination characteristics of the high frequency
components. For instance, the gradient of each high fre-
quency component may be calculated and added, and the sum
may be used as the compensation template. For another
instance, an edge detection processing may be performed on
each high-frequency component, and the processed high fre-
quency components may be added and the sum may be used
as the compensation template, or the weighted sum of the
high frequency components may be calculated as the com-
pensation template.

During a wavelet de-noising processing, the change, near a
singularity, of the wavelet coefficients may lead to Gibbs
phenomenon. As a preferred example, as shown in FIG. 2, the
calculated sum of the high frequency components of each
level may be expanded or diffused (the dotted box 204-2
shown in FIG. 2) to increase the range of the generated com-
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pensation template. For instance, the calculated sum of the
high frequency components may be externally expanded by
several points (e.g. one or more points, the specific number of
which is determined as needed and is therefore not limited
herein and contributes no limitation to the present disclosure)
to make the range of the compensation template slightly
larger than that of each frequency component of the level so
that the compensation template can completely cover the
edge, so as to avoid the loss or cutoft of the high frequency
edge information and eliminate the Gibbs phenomenon and
the blurred edge while keeping the local continuity effect of
the filtering. Any appropriate expansion or diffusion algo-
rithm, such as diffusion filtering algorithm, or expansion
algorithm or opening and closing operation in digital graph-
ics, can be adopted. The present disclosure is not limited to
any specific example of expansion or diffusion algorithms.

Some specific embodiment and/or example for edge com-
pensation that is performed on the low frequency component
of each level with the compensation template generated for
the level are described below with reference to FIG. 3.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a specific embodiment for
edge compensation that is performed on the de-noised low
frequency component of each level with a compensation tem-
plate. As mentioned above, the component removed as noise
during the de-noising process may contain some useful infor-
mation (e.g. edge) that is mistakenly removed as noise. In the
method shown in FIG. 3, the mistakenly removed useful
information may be recovered by using the edge information
reflected in the compensation information. Specifically, the
component that is filtered out as noise (e.g., the component
removed during the de-noising process) may be weighted,
that is, the weight of the useful information (e.g. edge) con-
tained in the removed components may be increased, while
the weight of the useless information contained in the
removed component may be decreased, and the weighted
component is added to the de-noised low frequency compo-
nent to acquire a compensated low frequency component,
thus recovering as much as possible, or even enhancing, the
useful information (e.g. edge) contained in the component
removed during the de-noising process.

As shown in FIG. 3, the component that is removed as noise
during the de-noising step (e.g. step 104 described above and
step 404 to be described below) is estimated first in step
308-1. Specifically, the component that is removed during the
de-noising process can be estimated according to the original
low frequency component in each level obtained after the
wavelet transform and the de-noised low frequency compo-
nent. As a specific example, the difference between the origi-
nal low frequency component and the de-noised low fre-
quency component can be calculated as the removed
component. For instance, providing that the original low fre-
quency component is represented with I, and the de-noised
low frequency component with I ;, the removed component I,
can be estimated according to the following formula:

L(X,%5 ..., X)=L(% %5, . .., X )—LA(X %o, ... X,) 2)

wherein (X,,X,, . . . , X,,) represents a pixel location in the input
image, n represents the dimension number of the inputimage,
I(x,, X5, . . ., X,) represents a wavelet coefficient in the
de-noised original low frequency component I, of the level
corresponding to the pixel location, L(x,, X,, . . . , X,,) repre-
sents a wavelet coefficient in the original low frequency com-
ponent [, of the level corresponding to the pixel location, and
L(x,, X5, . . ., X,) represents a wavelet coefficient in the
estimated removed component I, corresponding to the pixel
location.
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As another example, the absolute value of the difference
between the original low frequency component and the de-
noised low frequency component may be calculated, as the
component removed during the de-noising process as noise. It
should be appreciated that the removed component may be
estimated using any other appropriate method, which is not
limited to the examples described above.

Then, the component removed as noise during the de-
noising step 106 is weighted with the compensation template
of the level in step 308-2. Specifically, with the edge infor-
mation in the compensation template, the useful information
(e.g. edge) contained in the removed component may be set
with a weight higher than that for the useless information
contained in the removed component, so as to enhance the
useful information and constrain the useless information.
Then, edge compensation is performed on the de-noised low
frequency component with the weighted removed component
in step 308-3.

As a specific example, the de-noised low frequency com-
ponent may be compensated according to the following for-
mula:

Ix, %0, ..., X=X, %, . ., x,,;+1,,(x1,x2, LX)
[T, template('x 1K e s X))

3

wherein (X, X,, . . . , X,,) represents epresents a location in the
wavelet space, nrepresents the dimension number of the input
image, [ (X,,X,, . ..,X,) represents a wavelet coefficient in the
de-noised low frequency component I, of the level corre-
sponding to the location in the wavelet space, [ (X, X,, . . . ,
X,,) represents a wavelet coefficient, that is contained in the
estimated component I, that is removed as noise during the
de-noising process, corresponding to the location in the
wavelet space, T,,,,7...(X1, X5, - - -, X,,) represents a value in
the compensation template T,,,,.. corresponding to the
location in the wavelet space, T, represents a predetermined
threshold, and I',(x;, X,, . . . , X,,) represents a wavelet coeffi-
cient in the low frequency components I, corresponding to the
location in the wavelet space.

In the example shown in formula (3), the value at a corre-
sponding location of the noise component is weighted with
the squared value of the ratio of the value in the compensation
template to the threshold T,,. It can be seen that the part that
is contained in the component removed as noise during the
de-noising process and corresponds to the values in the com-
pensation template greater than the threshold is considered as
a part needing to be protected, and the part, in the same
removed component, corresponding to the values in the com-
pensation template smaller than the threshold is considered as
a part needing to be constrained or removed. By using the
above compensation method, the useful information (e.g.
edge) that is removed during the de-noising process can be
effectively compensated, thus the edges in the image are not
blurred. In addition, due to the use of the threshold T,,, the
weight values at different pixel locations change smoothly,
thus achieving a continuity effect in local filtering.

Furthermore, by using of the squared value of the ratio, the
partneeding to be protected can be further increased in weight
and the part needing to be constrained or removed is further
decreased in weight, thereby enhancing the effects of the
protection and constraint.

It should be appreciated that the threshold T,, may be a
value predetermined according to a practical application, e.g.
an experimental value or empirical value resulting from an
analysis on images of different types (or features). For
example, a value between the edge (the useful information in
the image) and noise can be selected as the threshold. For
inputimages of different types, the threshold can be different.
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For instance, in the case where the input image is a medical
image that is formed by the data acquired by a medical diag-
nostic device, the threshold may be experimentally or empiri-
cally predetermined according to the type of each scanning
protocol or imaging device. Optionally, the thresholds prede-
termined according to the types of a plurality of scanning
protocols or imaging devices may be stored (for example, in
the form of a configuration file) in a storage unit (built in the
image processing apparatus or located outside the image pro-
cessing apparatus in a manner accessible to the image pro-
cessing apparatus) so that during the de-noising process, a
corresponding threshold can be acquired (e.g. by reading
from the storage unit) according to the type of the scanning
protocol or imaging device of the input image, and as a further
consequence, the degree of the automation of image process-
ing is increased.

It can be noted that in formula (3), the useful information is
enhanced when (T,,,,,,7,.(X1, X5, - - ., X,,) is greater than 1. As
an example, in the method shown in the formula (3), “1” is
taken as the value of (T ,,,,,,.7,.0(X15 Xa5 - - - , X,,)/T};,) in the case
where (T,,,,,7200(X 15 X3 - - -, X,)/T,;,) 1s greater than 1. In other
words, when a value at a certain location of the compensation
template is greater than or equal to the threshold T, a corre-
sponding part in the noise component is added back to the low
frequency component without being enhanced. By using this
method, the useful information (e.g. edge) in the original
image is kept without being enhanced, which protects the
edge information of the image and keeps the processed image
natural while avoiding a Gibbs phenomenon.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating an image processing
method according to another embodiment of the present dis-
closure. The embodiment shown in FIG. 4 is similar to that
shown in FIG. 1 except for the addition of a step of filtering
the high frequency components of each level with the gener-
ated compensation template.

As shown in FIG. 4, the method may include steps 402,
404,406,408, 410 and step 412, and further includes step 414
before step 410.

Steps 402, 404,406, 408, 410 and step 412 are respectively
similar to the steps 102, 104, 106, 108, 110 and 112 that are
described above with reference to FIG. 1-FIG. 3. It should be
appreciated that the steps can be executed in an order different
from that shown in FIG. 4. In other examples, for instance,
steps 408 and 414 can be exchanged in execution order, and so
do steps 404 and 406.

The high frequency components of each level are filtered
with the compensation template of the level in step 414. The
compensation template mentioned here refers to the one that
is generated in step 404 with the plurality of high frequency
components of the level. Specifically, by using the edge infor-
mation in the compensation template, the part in each high
frequency component corresponding to the edge information
is enhanced, while the other part (noise) in the component is
constrained, thereby enhancing the useful information and
constraining the useless information.

As a specific example, each high frequency component in
each level can be filtered according to the following formula:

Iyxpxs o o o, 'xn)zgh (X0, o ., X,)" [Ttemplate
(X1, %2 . v X/ 1]

*
wherein (X, X,, . . . , X,,) represents a location in the wavelet
space, n represents the dimension number of the input image,
I,(x;, X5, . . ., X,,) represents a wavelet coefficient that is
contained in a high frequency component I, in the level
obtained from the wavelet transform on the input image and
corresponds to the location in the wavelet space, T, ., 1...(X
X,, . . ., X,,) represents a value in the compensation template of
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the level corresponding to the location in the wavelet space,
T,, represents a predetermined threshold, and I',(x, X5, . . .,
x,) represents a wavelet coefficient in a filtered high fre-
quency component I', corresponding to the location in the
wavelet space.

In the example shown in formula (4), the high frequency
components are filtered with the squared value of the ratio of
a value in the compensation template to the threshold T ,. It
can be seen that the part in each high frequency component
corresponding to the values in the compensation template
greater than the threshold is considered as a part needing to be
enhanced (that is, needing to be protected), and the part in the
same component corresponding to the values in the compen-
sation template smaller than the threshold is considered as a
part needing to be constrained. Due to the use of the threshold
T,,, the weight values at different locations change smoothly,
thereby achieving the continuity effect in local filtering. In
addition, by using the ratio, the protection effect and the
constraint effect are enhanced.

As an example, in the method shown in formula (4) above
for compensating a high frequency component, “1” is taken
as thevalue of (T,,,,,7,,(X ;s %55 - - - s X, )/ T ;) in the case where
(TromprareX1> Xo5 - - -, %,)/Ty,) is greater than 1. By using this
method, the influence caused by some strong noise points on
the filtering algorithm may be prevented.

The predetermined threshold T,, herein is similar to that
described in the embodiment or example illustrated above
with reference to FIG. 1-FIG. 3, the description of which is
not repeated here.

FIG. 5 is block diagram illustrating the structure of an
image processing apparatus according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure. Similar to the above-described method
embodiments, the image processing apparatus 500 shown in
FIG. 5 decomposes an input image into a plurality of levels of
different scales through wavelet transform and then gener-
ates, with the high frequency components of each level, a
compensation template capable of reflecting the combination
characteristics of the high frequency components and per-
forms an edge compensation on the de-noised low frequency
component with the compensation template, thereby com-
pensating edge blurring of the image resulted from a de-
noising process.

As shown in FIG. 5, the image processing apparatus 500
may include a wavelet transform device 501, a compensation
template generating device 503, a de-noising device 505 and
a wavelet inverse transform device 509.

The wavelet transform device 501 may perform wavelet
transform on an input image to decompose the input image
into a plurality of levels of different scale. Each level includes
a low frequency component and a plurality of high frequency
component. For instance, it can be assumed that the input
image is decomposed into (m+1) levels, that is, levels O,
1,...,m (m=1). As shown in FIG. 1 or FIG. 4, the following
processing is started from the level of the highest scale (e.g.
the mth level). The wavelet transform device 501 can perform
wavelet transform by using an algorithm similar to that used
in step 102 or 402, the description of which is not repeated
here.

The compensation template generating device 503 is used
for generating a compensation template for a level according
to the plurality of high frequency components of the level
acquired by the wavelet transform device 501. The compen-
sation template generating device 503 may generate a com-
pensation template for a level by combining the high fre-
quency components of the level, so that the generated
compensation template can reflect the combination charac-
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teristics of the high frequency components of the level and
thereby reflect the edge information of the input image
reserved in the level.

The compensation template generating device 503 may
generate the compensation template by using the method
described in step 104 or 404. As a specific example, the
compensation template generating device 503 may generate
the compensation template by using the method of combining
the high frequency components of each level described above
with reference to FIG. 2. For instance, the compensation
template generating device 503 may calculate the sum of the
plurality ofhigh frequency components in each level acquired
by the wavelet transform device 501 and take the calculated
sum as the compensation template for the level, or expand or
diffuse the sum of the plurality of high frequency components
in each level and take the expanded or diffused sum as the
compensation template for the level, the description of which
is not repeated here.

The de-noising device 505 is configured for de-noising the
low frequency component in each level acquired by the wave-
let transform device 501 by using any appropriate method
(e.g. the method used in step 106 or 406, the description of
which is not repeated here).

The de-noising device 505 is further configured to perform
edge compensation on the de-noised low frequency compo-
nent of each level by using the compensation template gen-
erated by the compensation template generating device 503
for the level. As mentioned above, the compensation template
generated by the compensation template generating device
503 can reflect the edge information of the input image
reserved in the level. Therefore, edge compensation may be
performed on the de-noised low frequency component with
the edge information in the compensation template. As a
specific embodiment, the de-noising device 505 may com-
pensate the low frequency component of each level using the
method used in step 108 or 408 (e.g. the method described
above with reference to FIG. 3), the description of which is
not repeated here.

The wavelet inverse transformation device 509 is config-
ured for performing an inverse wavelet transform according
to the compensated low frequency component and high fre-
quency components of each level output by the de-noising
device 505. It should be appreciated that the wavelet inverse
transformation device 509 can perform the inverse wavelet
transform by using any appropriate algorithm, which is not
defined and detailed herein.

Starting from the level of the highest scale (e.g. the mth
level), the compensation template generating device 503, the
de-noising device 505 and the wavelet inverse transformation
device 509 repeat, by using the aforementioned method, the
aforementioned processing on each following level until the
level of the smallest scale (the Oth level), thereby acquiring a
de-noised image.

In the image processing apparatus above, since edge com-
pensation is performed on the de-noised image by using a
compensation template reflecting the combination character-
istics of the high frequency components of each level, edge
blurring of the image may be avoided. In addition, in the
conventional wavelet de-noising method generally a compro-
mise algorithm is used to filter out noises while protecting the
image from being severely blurred. However, in the image
processing apparatus, since the edge compensation is per-
formed by using the compensation template generating
device and the de-noising device, the de-noising device may
adopt any appropriate algorithm to remove as much noise as
possible without worrying about the edge blurring in the
image. Therefore, by using the image processing apparatus
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provided herein, a great amount of noise can be removed
while the edge of the image is prevented from being blurred.

FIG. 6 is block diagram illustrating the structure of a de-
noising structure according to a specific embodiment of the
present disclosure. As mentioned above, the noise component
removed during the de-noising process may contain some
useful information (e.g. edge). The de-noising device shown
in FIG. 6 may weight the removed noise component by using
the edge information reflected in the compensation template,
that is, increase the weight of the useful part (e.g. edge)
contained in the removed noise component while decreasing
that of the useless part contained in the same component, and
add the weighted noise component and the de-noised low
frequency component to take the resulting sum as the com-
pensated low frequency component.

As shown in FIG. 6, the de-noising device 505 may include
a noise filtering and estimating device 507-1 and a low fre-
quency component compensating device 507-2.

The noise filtering and estimating device 507-1 may be
used to de-noise the low frequency component in each level
acquired by the wavelet transform device 501 by using any
appropriate method (e.g. the method used in step 106 or 406,
the description of which is not repeated here). The noise
filtering and estimating device 507-1 is further configured to
estimate the component removed as noise from the low fre-
quency component of each level. Specifically, the noise fil-
tering and estimating device 507-1 may estimate the removed
component according to the original low frequency compo-
nent in each level acquired by the wavelet transform device
and the de-noised low frequency component of the level. As a
specific example, the noise filtering and estimating device
507-1 may adopt the estimation method that is used in the
embodiment or example described above with reference to
FIG. 3, the description of which is not repeated here.

The low frequency component compensating device 507-2
may weight, with the compensation template generated by the
compensation template generating device 503, the compo-
nent removed as noise by the noise filtering and estimating
device 507-1. Specifically, the low frequency component
compensating device 507-2 sets, with the edge information in
the compensation template, the weight for the useful infor-
mation (e.g. edge) contained in the removed component to be
higher than that for the useless information contained in the
same component, thereby enhancing the useful information
and constraining the useless information. Then, the low fre-
quency component compensating device 507-2 performs
edge compensation on the de-noised low frequency compo-
nent with the weighted removed component and outputs the
compensated low frequency component to the wavelet
inverse transformation device 509.

As a specific example, the low frequency component com-
pensating device 507-2 may perform the edge compensation
on the de-noised low frequency component by using the com-
pensation method (e.g. formula (3)) that is described above
with reference to FIG. 3, the description of which is not
repeated here.

As another specific embodiment, the de-noising device 505
may further include a high frequency component filter 507-3
(the dotted box shown in FIG. 6), which is configured for
filtering the high frequency components of each level with the
compensation template generated by the compensation tem-
plate generating device 503 and outputting each compensated
high frequency component to the wavelet inverse transforma-
tion device 509. Specifically, with the edge information in the
compensation template, the wavelet inverse transformation
device 509 can enhance the part in each high frequency com-
ponent corresponding to edge information and constrain the
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other part in the high frequency component, thereby enhanc-
ing the useful information and constraining the useless infor-
mation.

As a specific example, the high frequency component filter
507-3 may filter each high frequency component by using the
compensation method (e.g. formula (4)) described above
with reference to FIG. 4, the description of which is not
repeated here.

The image processing apparatus and method provided in
embodiments of the present disclosure can be applied to
de-noise images of various types, including unidimensional
or multi-dimensional (two-dimensional or three-dimen-
sional) images. For instance, the image processing method or
apparatus provided in the embodiments of the present disclo-
sure may be applied to de-noise medical images (for example,
an image formed by the data obtained by a medical diagnostic
device). As an example, each step of the above-describe
method and each module and/or unit of the above-described
apparatus may be implemented by software, firmware, hard-
ware of a medical diagnostic device (e.g. X-ray diagnostic
device, UL diagnostic device, CT device, MRI diagnostic
device and PET device) or a combination thereof and serve as
part of the medical diagnostic device. As an example, the
above-described method and/or apparatus may be imple-
mented in an existing medical diagnostic device by making
some modification on the components of the existing medical
diagnostic device. As another example, each step of the
above-described method and each module and/or unit of the
above-described apparatus may be implemented as an appa-
ratus independent from the above-described medical diag-
nostic device. Each module and unit in the foregoing appara-
tus can be configured through software, firmware, hardware
or any combination thereof in a way or by a means that is well
known to those skilled in the art and is therefore not repeat-
edly described.

As an example, each step of the above-described method
and each module and/orunit of the above-described apparatus
may be implemented as software, firmware, hardware or any
combination thereof. In the case where each step of the above-
described method and each module and/or unit of the above-
described apparatus are achieved through software or firm-
ware, a software program for realizing the above-described
method is installed in a computer with a specific hardware
structure (e.g. the general computer 800 shown in FIG. 8)
from a storage medium or network, and the computer, when
installed with a program, is capable of the functions of the
program.

In FIG. 8, a central processing unit (CPU) 801 executes
various processing according to the program stored in a read-
only memory (ROM) 802 or a program loaded to a random
access memory (RAM) 808 from a memory part 803. The
data needed for the various processing of CPU 803 may be
stored in RAM 801 as needed. CPU 801, ROM 802 and RAM
803 are connected with each other via a bus 804, with which
an input/output 805 is also connected.

The following components are linked with the input/output
805: an input part 806 (including keyboard, mouse and the
like), an output part 807 (including displays such as cathode
ray tube (CRT), liquid crystal display (LCD) and loud-
speaker), the memory part 808 (including hard disk) and a
communication part 809 (including a network interface card
such as LAN card and modem). The communication part 809
realizes a communication via a network such as the Internet.
A driver 810 may also be connected with the input/output
interface 805, if needed. If needed, a removable medium 811,
for example, a magnetic disc, an optical disc, a magnetic
optical disc, a semiconductor memory and the like, may be
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installed on the driver 810 to read a computer program there-
from and install the read computer program in the memory
part 808.

In the case where the foregoing series of processing is
achieved through a piece of software, programs constituting
the piece of software are installed from a network such as the
Internet or a storage medium such as the removable medium
811.

It should be appreciated by those skilled in this art that the
storage medium is not limited to the removable mediums 811
shown in FIG. 8 in which programs are stored and which are
distributed separated from the apparatus to provide the pro-
grams for users. Examples of the removable medium 811
include magnetic disc (including soft disc (trademark)), opti-
cal disc (including compact disc read-only memory (CD-
ROM) and digital video disk (DVD)), magnetic optical disc
(including mini disc (MD)(trademark)), and semiconductor
memory. Or the storage mediums may be the hard discs
included in the ROM 802 and the memory part 808, in which
programs are stored that are distributed to users along with the
devices containing them.

The present disclosure further provides a program product
stored with computer-readable instruction codes, which,
when read and executed by a computer, are capable of real-
izing the above-described method provided in the embodi-
ments of the present disclosure.

Accordingly, a storage medium for storing the program
product stored with computer-readable instruction codes is
also included in the disclosure of the present disclosure. The
storage medium includes but is not limited to soft disc, optical
disc, magnetic optical disc, memory card, memory stick and
the like.

In the foregoing description on the specific embodiments
of'the present disclosure, the features described and/or shown
for an implementation mode may be used in one or more other
implementation modes in the same or like way or combined
with the features of the other implementation modes, or
replace the features of the other implementation modes.

It should be emphasized that the terms ‘comprise/include’,
as used herein, means the existence of a feature, element, step
or component in a way not exclusive of the existence or
addition of one or more other features, elements, steps or
components.

In the above-described embodiments and examples, each
step and/or unit is represented with a reference sign consist-
ing of figures. It should be understood by those of ordinary
skill of the art that the reference signs are merely intended to
facilitate description and drawing but are not to be construed
as a limitation on an order or any other aspect.

Furthermore, the method provided in the present disclosure
is not limited to be performed in accordance with the time
sequence described herein and can be performed sequentially,
synchronously or independently in accordance with another
time sequence. Therefore, the implementation order of the
method described in this specification is not to be construed as
limiting the scope of the present disclosure.

Although the present disclosure has been disclosed with
reference to specific embodiments herein, it should be under-
stood that all the implementation modes and examples
described above are merely illustrative of the present disclo-
sure but should not to be construed as limiting the present
disclosure. Various modifications, improvements or equiva-
lents can be devised by those skilled in the art without depart-
ing from the spirit and scope of the invention, and such
modifications, improvements or equivalents should be con-
sidered to be within the scope of the present disclosure.
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What is claimed is:

1. An image processing apparatus, comprising:

a wavelet transform device for performing wavelet trans-
form on an input image to decompose the input image
into a plurality of levels of different scales, each level
including a low frequency component and a plurality of
high frequency components;

a compensation template generating device for generating
a compensation template for each level according to the
plurality of high frequency components in the level
obtained from the wavelet transform, the compensation
template reflecting combination features of the plurality
of high frequency components of the level;

a de-noising device for de-noising the low frequency com-
ponent of each level and performing edge compensation
after de-noising the low frequency component of the
level by using the compensation template of the level to
acquire a compensated low frequency component; and

a wavelet inverse transform device for performing inverse
wavelet transform with the compensated low frequency
component and the high frequency components of each
level, to acquire a de-noised image,

wherein the compensation template generating device is
configured to calculate sum of the plurality of high fre-
quency components in each level acquired by the wave-
let transform device, and expand or diffuse the sum of
the high frequency components of each level, as the
compensation template,

wherein the de-noising device comprises a low frequency
component compensating device for weighting a
removed component that is removed as noise by the
de-noising device with the compensation template of the
level and compensating the de-noised low frequency
component with the weighted removed component, and

wherein, when a value at a certain location of the compen-
sation template is greater than a threshold, the low fre-
quency component compensating device does not
enhance the removed component.

2. The image processing apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the de-noising device further comprises:

a noise filtering and estimating device for de-noising the
low frequency component of each level and estimating
the removed component according to the low frequency
component and the de-noised low frequency component
of each level,

wherein the low frequency component compensating
device weights the estimated removed component with
the compensation template of the level and compensat-
ing the de-noised low frequency component with the
weighted removed component.

3. The image processing apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein the low frequency component compensating device
is configured to compensate, with the compensation template
of'each level, the de-noised low frequency component of the
level according to the following formula:

Ix, %0, ..., X=X, %, . . ., X 4L (X %0, . X,)
[T, template('x 1R - e ey x )T, th]2

wherein (X, X,, . . ., X,) represents a location in a wavelet
space the input image, n represents dimension number of
the input image, 1 (x,, X,, . . . , X,,) represents a wavelet
coefficient in the de-noised low frequency component of
each level corresponding to the location in the wavelet
space, [ (X,,X,, . .., X,) represents a wavelet coefficient
in the removed component filtered as noise by the noise
filtering and estimating device corresponding to the
location in the wavelet space, T,,,,ae(X15 X25 - - - 5 X,,)
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represents a value in the compensation template of the
level corresponding to the location in the wavelet space,
T,, represents the threshold, and I'/(x;, X5, . . . , X))
represents a wavelet coefficient in compensated low fre-
quency component corresponding to the location in the
wavelet space.

4. The image processing apparatus according to claim 3,
wherein the low frequency component compensating device
sets (Ttemplate(xls Xy oo s Xn)/Tth) to be 1 if (Ttemplate(xls
Xs, - . . 5 X,)/T,,) is greater than 1.

5. The image processing apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the de-noising device further comprises a high fre-
quency component filter for filtering the plurality of high
frequency components of each level with the compensation
template of the level.

6. The image processing apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein the high frequency component filter is configured to
filter, with the compensation template of each level, the high
frequency components of the level according to the following
formula:

Iyxyxp « oo X=X % - ., X, ) [Ttemplate('xb
Xy oo ey X W Tl

wherein (x,, X,, . . ., X,,) represents a location in a wavelet
space, n represents dimension number of the input
image, 1,(X,,X,, . . ., X,,) represents a wavelet coefficient
in the high frequency components of each level corre-
sponding to the location in the wavelet space, T,/
(X, X5, . . ., X,,) represents a value in the compensation
template of the level corresponding to the location in the
wavelet space, T,, represents the threshold, and I',(x,,
X, - - - 5 X,,) represents a wavelet coefficient in filtered
high frequency component corresponding to the loca-
tion in the wavelet space.
7. The image processing apparatus according to claim 6,
wherein the high frequency component filter sets T, ,,,,,...(X;
Xo, - s X Ty)tobe 1is Typprane(Xy, Xoy - - o5 X,)T,) 18
greater than 1.
8. The image processing apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the input image is a medical image formed by the
data acquired by a medical diagnostic device.
9. An image processing method, comprising the following
steps of:
performing wavelet transform on an input image to decom-
pose the input image into a plurality of levels of different
scales, each level comprising a low frequency compo-
nent and a plurality of high frequency components;

generating a compensation template for each level accord-
ing to the plurality of high frequency components in the
level obtained from the wavelet transform, the compen-
sation template reflecting combination feature of the
plurality of high frequency components of the level;

de-noising the low frequency component in each level and
performing edge compensation after de-noising the low
frequency component of the level with the compensation
template of the level; and
performing inverse wavelet transform with the compen-
sated low frequency component and the high frequency
components of each level to acquire a de-noised image,

wherein generating the compensation template comprises
calculating sum of the plurality of high frequency com-
ponents in each level resulting from the wavelet trans-
form, and expanding or diffusing the sum of the high
frequency components of each level, as the compensa-
tion template,

wherein weighting a removed component that is removed

during the de-noising process as noise with the compen-
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sation template of the level and compensating the de-
noised low frequency component with the weighted
removed component, and

wherein, when a value at a certain location of the compen-

sation template is greater than a threshold, the removed
component is not enhanced.

10. The image processing method according to claim 9,
wherein performing the edge compensation on the de-noised
low frequency component of each level with the compensa-
tion template of the level comprises:

estimating the removed component according to the low

frequency component in each level obtained from the
wavelet transform and the de-noised low frequency
component; and

weighting the estimated removed component with the

compensation template of the level and compensating
the de-noised low frequency component with the
weighted removed component.

11. The image processing method according to claim 10,
wherein weighting the removed component and compensat-
ing the de-noised low frequency component with the
weighted removed component comprises:

compensating, with the compensation template of the

level, the de-noised low frequency component accord-
ing to the following formula:

I(x%s, ..., X)=LAX %o, . 0L X )+, (X %o, 0L, X,)
[T, template('x 1R - e ey x )T, th]2

wherein (X, X,, . . ., X,) represents a location in a wavelet
space, n represents dimension number of the input
image, [ {X,,X,, ..., X,) represents a wavelet coefficient
in the de-noised low frequency component of the level
corresponding to the location in the wavelet space, I (x,,
X5, - . ., X,) represents a wavelet coefficient in the
estimated removed component corresponding to the
location in the wavelet space, T,,,,ae(X15 Xa5 - - - 5 X,,)
represents a value in the compensation template corre-
sponding to the location in the wavelet space, T, repre-
sents the threshold, and I',(x,, X,, . . . , X,,) represents a
wavelet coefficient in the compensated low frequency
component corresponding to the location in the wavelet
space.

12. The image processing method according to claim 11,
wherein the value of T, .., 1.00(X1, X5, - - -, X,,)/T,;,) is setto 1 in
the case where T,,,,,.700(X15 X - - -5 X,)/T,;,) is greater than 1.

13. The image processing method according to claim 9,
further comprising, before performing an inverse wavelet
transform, a step of:

filtering the plurality of high frequency components of

each level with the compensation template of the level.

14. The image processing method according to claim 13,
wherein filtering the plurality of high frequency components
of each level with the compensation template of the level
comprises:

filtering, with the compensation template of the level, the

plurality of high frequency components of the level
according to the following formula:

Iyxyxp oo X=X %, - .., X, ) [Ttemplate('xb
Xy v vy x T2

wherein (X, X,, . . ., X,,) represents a location in a wavelet
space, n represents dimension number of the input
image, I,(x,,X,, .. ., X,) represents a wavelet coefficient
in the high frequency components in the level obtained
from the wavelet transform corresponding to the loca-
tion in the wavelet space, T, z.e(X, X5, - - - 5 X,)
represents a value in the compensation template corre-
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sponding to the location in the wavelet space, T,, repre-
sents the threshold, and I',(x,, X,, . . . , X,,) represents a

wavelet coefficient in filtered high frequency compo-
nents corresponding to the location in the wavelet space.

15. The image processing method according to claim 14, 5
wherein the value of Ty, 70e(X, X5, - - -, X,)/T;) is setto 1 in
the case where T, 7.r(X15 Xss - - -, X,)/T,;,) is greater than 1.

16. The image processing method according to claim 9,
wherein the input image is a medical image formed by the
data acquired by a medical diagnostic device. 10

#* #* #* #* #*
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